


Video games have always allowed us to create, imagine, and explore what's possible. They are filled with inspiration and trans-
formation-whether we're challenging the capabilities of a TI-89 calculator or our abilities to reshape narratives in an expansive
open-world game.

In games, we go on journeys into the unknown and make choices along the way that shape our storyline. Sometimes, the choic-
es we make affect our individual character: will we be an elf, a dwarf, or a human? And others impact how the game will play out:
which faction do we choose to join and how do our actions impact the larger world of the game? This reminds us a lot of voting in
the real world.

We understand that voting is not going to be a magical solution that immediately fixes everything by the time the ending cutscene
plays. However, we are inspired by what is possible when we all come together, work cooperatively, and collectively take action.

The nostalgic “would you like to save your progress” screen and the powerful narratives of video games inspired Fandom Forward's
Save Our Progress campaign — a get out the vote (GOTV) campaign to guide and inspire video game fans through the process of
creatively planning and organizing voting actions within their fan communities.

This toolkit serves as an introductory point for learning about elections in the United States and actions you can take to prepare
yourselves and encourage others around you to vote.

Main Quest I
Congress in 1951. It imposed term limits
on the president, who can only serve for
two terms (eight years). You can learn
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amendment here.

Every election is critical because there is so much at stake.

Elections can often feel overwhelming, and it can be challenging to
be an informed voter. This first quest focuses on acquiring some basic
knowledge that will help you on your journey to engage with elections.

Do you ever wonder why we have elections every two years, instead of
just having them every four years, when we have to elect a new president?
What is the deal with the midterms? Interested in learning about the difference between State and

. ) L Federal governments? Here are a few good resources, listed from
We elect a president every four years. Sometimes the election is between i .
ightest to heaviest.

new candidates and sometimes it is between an incumbent (current sitting National Geographic has a good, simple explanation

president) and/or a challenger. . VoteSmarthasanmfo—heavy breakdown.
Presidential candidates represent different parties. In the United States
(U.S.), there are two primary parties but there can also be third party

candidates. Voters can even write in candidates on their ballot.


https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/roles-state-and-federal-governments/
https://votesmart.org/education/states
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/amendments/amendment-xxii
https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/how-the-22nd-amendment-came-into-existence

Even though we only elect presidents every four years, we have midterm
elections halfway through a presidential term in addition to local and special
elections. It's important to pay attention to what’s going on at all levels of
government so you can have a well-rounded perspective. Your voice and
participation matters.

For all elections, states could have ballot measures and initiatives, which is a
form of direct democracy, and a way that citizens can get issues on the ballot
without having to go through their elected officials. It can be very tricky to
know how to vote on these initiatives. The best advice we can give is read
all the info you can about them, talk with your trusted friends and family, and
research as best you can.

Many voting materials will also include a booklet on what you can expect to
see as we get closer to the election period. This is also a great starting point
to begin your research and discussions.

The Electoral College is a critical part of the U.S. presidential election, and it is
ultimately the body that decides who is elected president and vice president.
This means that a candidate can lose the popular vote, but still win the
election. This has happened five times (1824, 1876, 1888, 2000, and 2016). For
example, during the 2016 presidential election, Hillary Clinton won the popular
vote but ultimately lost to Donald Trump because he took in 304 Electoral
College votes compared to her 227. You can learn more about that specific
breakdown here.

All members of the House of Representatives are
elected every two years. Senators serve six-year terms
and a third are up for reelection every two years. Both the
Senate and House of Representatives have no term limits.

Check out your state and see if they allow initiatives, learn more
about them, and what variety of initiatives they allow.

Each side of a ballot measure may also have their own specific
website. This can help you learn more about each perspective.
Don't forget to check who has endorsed each side of what ballot
you're researching.

You can look up initiatives in your area by going to your local news sources or your city, county, or state website.
They provide information on the initiative, who submitted it, and comments that have been made. As an example,



https://www.archives.gov/electoral-college/2016
https://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Pages/initiatives-referendums-referrals.aspx
https://www.kvue.com/article/news/politics/vote-texas/november-2023-texas-constitutional-amendments-propositions-election/269-a7379e12-4e2f-4147-aac0-d0c0be0ced3a
https://ballotpedia.org/How_many_states_permit_initiatives
https://www.britannica.com/topic/direct-democracy
https://www.britannica.com/topic/direct-democracy
https://www.britannica.com/topic/representative-democracy

Currently, there are 538 electoral votes, and a majority of 270 is needed to
win the election. The votes allocated per state are determined by the U.S.
census and are equal to the number of congressional delegates the state
has (two Senators + the number in the House of Representatives). All but
two states have a winner-take-all approach to their electors — Maine and
Nebraska allocate their votes based on districts.

Even though the Electoral College decides who the new president and
vice president-elects are, the popular vote is still an important part of the
process. It not only indicates where the people stand, but votes go toward
your state tally where the electoral count is pulled from. YOU are a very
important part of this process.

You can learn more about how voters in U.S. territories are represented

Interested in watching a rundown of the Electoral College and the

great article on the Electoral College.
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How do we talk to other people about elections and keep the conversation friendly?

Now that we’ve gained some basic knowledge around elections and how
they work, it’s time to continue on our journey.

As you journey through this world, you may come across people you want
to talk to about voting (and perhaps other things! Like the best places to
forage for potion ingredients!). You will likely discover that elections (and
politics) are tricky things to talk about because our political choices are
deeply personal, and we often define certain aspects of ourselves by our
beliefs and choices.

How we choose to interact with others will affect our journey, so we must
take some time to prepare for these interactions.

This quest focuses on developing your Personal Story and adding it to
your toolkit so that you are ready to have conversations with the people
you meet during your journey.

Talking to people can be hard, so take some time out from

your journey to prepare for the conversations ahead. Create

a conversation outline by using the information in the Main
Quest, and deepen your knowledge by checking out Fandom

will help you in crafting your conversation; there is a ton of great
info to guide you through talking about tricky subjects. You will
also learn about The Adoption Curve, Circles of Influence, and
Communication Strategies.


https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bb7c102aadd3458f7d0aca2/t/60be34505f0c2e1fba9220a9/1623077974349/fandomforward-nevillesguidetochallengingconvos-2021.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OUS9mM8Xbbw
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/electoral-college-explained
https://www.archives.gov/electoral-college/allocation
https://www.usa.gov/inauguration
https://www.usa.gov/inauguration
https://www.rockthevote.org/explainers/washington-d-c-puerto-rico-and-the-u-s-territories/

To develop your story, start by answering the following questions, as they can help you identify and establish common ground with others:

What issues are important to you? Since you’re taking part in this quest, your answer might be voting. Be open to exploring this a little deeper. What
makes voting so important to you?

What values inspired you (and might inspire others) to take action in relation to the issues important to you? What values inspire you to vote and
participate in civic engagement?

Take inspiration from your favorite books, TV shows, movies, video games, etc. What are some values that resonate with you and resonate across the
fandom? How do these values tie into the reasons why voting is important to you?

Every good story follows a framework. For your personal story, use the framework of Moment, Choice, Outcome, and Ask.

Start by identifying the why, or the moment, that moved you into action. Moments

In creating your personal story, use as are the situations you face that shape who you are and what you care about (values).
many sensory, colorful details as you can They are the context of why you are here now. What moment(s) in your life impacted
in every phase - but especially moment and you the most? Think back to the first election you participated in- what inspired you to
choice. It's important to express why that show up to the polls? If this is your first election, what is inspiring you to show up this
moved you the way it did. Use emotions, but year?

be authentically you - it's not about creating ] '
the saddest story, it's about telling your story Then comes your response to this moment: your choice. Maybe your response to

of why you're doing this work. your moment(s) was voting or choosing to talk to others about voting. What motivated
you to make the choice that you did? How did it feel to make that choice?

What was the outcome of your choice? What experiences resulted from the actions
you took? Outcomes are the ripple effects you activate as a result of the moments that move you. Consider what the outcomes are from a zoomed
out, national or world-wide level, as well as a very zoomed-in and personal level.

Finally, determine the ask of your personal story. The purpose of an ask is to invite others to act on a shared value in a specific, concrete, and urgent
way. It's multiplying your influence to turn the world around you into a better place. What do you want your fellow fandom friends to do? How can they
help you affect change?

If you’re making the choice to put yourself out there and have these tough

conversations, be sure to take care of yourself in the process. Elections can be super stressful times, and it is

important for us to take care of ourselves. Take a look at
Something to remember is that these conversations shouldn’t be about Fandom Forward's Marvelous Mental Health toolkit for
changing someone’s mind or being “right.” During a respectful, good faith tips and support as we move through what can be very
dialogue, be open to hearing what the other person has to say as well. difficult times.

Afterall, conversations go two ways.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Rvbca_ZPrzr_BUJ1Dw9EP6sqH90yMHwL/view
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Finding your polling place and what to expect on Election Day.

We ha\{e rea‘chec'l the final Ieg of our journey! Ele.ction Day is up,on u;! Congratulations on reaching the final quest!
First things first, find your polling place and look into your state’s voting

requirements and options.

your voting place. Depending on the state, they may also list vote-by-mail
drop-off locations.

who you can contact in your state about voter accommodations and what

o | |
must be provided at polling places to provide assistance. A very short and quick side quest: Fooray: Make sure you are

registered to vote! You can check your voter registration status at

Vote.org.
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Polling place changes happen, so even if you've lived/

- /ﬁ\ _ voted at the same place for years, it's still a good idea to

SIS = - Rl - double-check the location before you head out to vote.
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thoughts before the big day!
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https://www.vote.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YpGoIqBg1mYyGelNf_-Vfh9ryT1TPnV4/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YpGoIqBg1mYyGelNf_-Vfh9ryT1TPnV4/view
https://www.vote.org/
https://www.vote.org/polling-place-locator/
https://www.usa.gov/voter-accessibility-laws

What to expect: As you approach the polling place, you will likely see lots
of campaign signs and maybe even candidates or their staff. Campaigning
or electioneering is prohibited after a certain point though, usually within
100 feet of the entrance.

You may have to wait in line at the polling place, so be sure to dress
appropriately for the weather and wear comfortable shoes if you will be
standing. Just in case, it may be a good idea to bring a snack and water if
you have a long wait.
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(The vast majority of the time, voting goes smoothly. Once in a
while though, a voter might run into an issue like harassment,
being turned away, or being denied a provisional ballot. We
hope none of these things happen to you, but if they do, you can
call the non-partisan Election Protection Hotline: : > 4
« English:1-866-OUR-VOTE /1-866-687-8683
»  Spanish:1-888-VE-Y-VOTA /1-888-839-8682
« Arabic:1-844-YALLA-US/1-844-925-5287
»  For Bengali, Cantonese, Hindi, Urdu, Korean, Mandarin,

\_ Tagalog, or Vietnamese: 1-888-274-8683 )

Once inside the polling place, a poll worker will ask you to sign in. You
may also be asked for ID.

ID requirements vary by state. In some states, you may be allowed to vote
without showing any identification. Other states require a photo ID, like a
driver’s license, while others require proof of residence, such as a utility

ahead of time to ensure a smooth voting experience.

(Here are a few more helpful resources to prepare you for
election day:

\_ for voting and Election Day:.
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When it’s your turn to vote, you may be marking your ballot by hand,
using a ballot marking device, or using a direct recording electronic (DRE)
machine. If it’s your first time voting and you aren’t sure what to do, don’t
be afraid to ask a poll worker.

Hoping to stay in and consider your choices in the comfort and
calm of your own dwelling? In many states, voting by mail is an

<
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And we are here! Take a moment to prepare for the big day. Here is
your Election Day Checklist:

- ID

+ Charged phone

+ Comfortable shoes

+ Clothing that is nonpartisan, where it doesn't show bias

«  Snack/Water

» Research/Notes: It's helpful to research what is on your ballot
ahead of time, including candidates and any ballot measures or
initiatives. If you bring a list of who and what you want to vote
for, it's a good idea to have that information written or typed
on a piece of paper (phones are not allowed in the voting booth
in some states).


https://www.usa.gov/absentee-voting
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/early-in-person-voting
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/electioneering-prohibitions
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns/electioneering-prohibitions
https://www.usa.gov/election-day
https://www.aclu.org/know-your-rights/voting-rights%23im-not-sure-what-to-bring-to-the-polls
https://autisticadvocacy.org/policy/toolkits/voting/
https://autisticadvocacy.org/policy/toolkits/voting/
https://www.trekthe.vote/
https://www.usvotefoundation.org/state-voter-information

In some states, law enforcement officials are permitted to secure the
premises. Don’t be alarmed if you see a uniformed police officer at the
polling place; this may be part of the procedure in these locations.

*® ® Read this Reuters’ article to learn more about the equipment Amer-

. * : * icans use to cast their votes.
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Remember: we aren't alone. There are times that we play games as a solo player, and we make our way through without much
thought for others. But there are times when we play in co-op or multiplayer mode, and our choices do impact those with whom we
share space. There is power in that.

We have strength in numbers, and our actions as individuals can contribute to a larger movement. By sharing morals, values, and
interests, we can mobilize fellow fans and fandom spaces to organize meaningful actions and move things in the direction we want
to go.

Fan activism, the organizing methodology on which Fandom Forward was founded, involves connecting pop culture and the real
world to inspire fans to take action for social change.

The power fan communities have is huge, especially when they work cooperatively towards a common goal. Please use this tool-
kit to organize and inspire action amongst your fellow fans, fellow gamers, friends, and community. We can't wait to see what the
ever-growing and diverse video gaming community does to Save Our Progress!


https://www.reuters.com/graphics/USA-ELECTION/VOTING/mypmnewdlvr/

